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Opening Prayer

Gracious and most merciful God, you 

have brought us together in witness to 

your love of all children.  Open our 

hearts and minds in our time together-

that we may learn from one another and 

hear what you may say to us.  Give us 

energy and dedication enough to make 

this, your church, a holy and hallowed 

place where all your children may be 

safe and secure as they grow in faith 

and in their knowledge of your presence 

in their lives! Amen
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Reminder:

Safe Sanctuaries is an overt 

expression of a congregation in 

making a congregation a safe place 

where children and youth may 

experience the abiding love of God 

and fellowship within the 

community of faith.



Introduction

Who am I?
Ordained Elder in the NCNY Annual 
Conference

Pastor, Auburn UMC

Chair of the NCNY Safe Sanctuaries Team

What was I asked to do? 
We think it may be helpful to have some 
discussion around creative ways Christian 
Education programs can effectively put the 
policies into practice, even in the smallest 
congregations.



A Few Questions?????

How many of your churches have a 

SS Policy?

How many of you were involved in the 

process of creating your policies and 

implementing them?

How did it go?   


